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Morgans Hotline Number: 0844 412 1741 
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As part of National Science and Engineering Week, our children were invited to take part in a ‘Create a Crazy Creature 
Competition,’ organised by Setpoint Herts. All children in Years 1-6 were challenged (in pairs) to create a crazy creature 
using only three pieces of card and a glue stick. The creatures had to be imaginative, creative and structurally sound (meaning 
all limbs needed to stay attached to torsos!!!) There was also an emphasis on teamwork and co-operation and this was 
‘crazily’ abundant. A great time was had by all!  
The standard across the whole school was absolutely fantastic and judging proved to be ‘crazily’ difficult. The whole staff 
judged all ten creatures which made the final. The overall winning creature, to go forward to the Hertfordshire final was 
created by… James Rider and Luke Trehy. Well done to all who took part, and in particular to James and Luke for being the 
overall winners. 
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For the fifth year in a row the school is taking part in the British Schools Land Chess Challenge.  
This starts with local competitions within schools and graduates through area finals (Mega-finals) 
and semi-finals (Giga-finals) to the national final (Tera-final).  The competition attracts around 
74,000 children from 2,200 schools nationally! 
 
This year 92 children entered the school tournaments, one for boys (48) and one for girls (44).  It 
is pleasing to see that nearly as many girls took part as boys. 
 
The matches were played at lunch time.  Each child plays 7 matches, with a match winner 
awarded 3 points, a loser 1 point and a draw is worth 2 points to each player.  From the second 
round onwards matches are organized between children with the same number of points, where 
possible.  This allows for an even competition – those doing well competing against each other 
whilst those whose chess skills are not as well developed playing against children of a similar 
standard. 
 
Once a player reaches 3 points he/she is awarded a badge, with gold stickers being added to the 
badge for every further 3 points gained.  Also players who reach 11 points select a mascot and 
those with 15 points are awarded a pencil with a furry thing on the end!   
 
Those players who gain 17 points or more plus those who gain the highest number of points in 
each year group (boys and girls) even if they have not attained this total, are given the 
opportunity to attend the 2010 Mega-final. 
 
It is a very positive way for children to develop their chess playing skills. 
 
After seven weeks and 320 games many of them  fiercely fought battles, the champions and 
Megafinal qualifiers have been decided. 
 
In the girls’ tournament, Becky Crowther is the overall champion having won all her matches, 
obviously a tremendous achievement.  The year 5 champion is Louise Lowy whilst Laura Boles 
and Sophie Hanney are the Year 4 and 3 champions respectively.  Monica Hodgkinson, Year 6 
and Karys Barbrook, Year 5 also qualified for the Megafinal. 
 
In the boys’ tournament, Josh Hill  
(Y4) having won his first six games, 
but ending on 19 points the same as 
Alex Washbourne (Y5), is the Boys’ 
champion by having a higher sum  
of his opponents scores than Alex  
who is thus Year 5 champion.   
James Brooks-Park is the Year 6  
champion beating Harrison Knott in 
the same way as Josh won.  Ben  
Kenway is the convincing Year 3  
champion.  Harrison qualifies for  
the Megafinal along with Rees  
Clarke (Y5) and Adam Tridgell,  
Dan Tarry and Toby Forster all  
from Year 4. 

Mr. Cordingley 


